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of the ease of water supply and the facilities for transport of
provisions and necessaries afforded by the river, which was to
be supplemented by the construction of a railway as the army
advanced. Preparations for the campaign were both laborious
and extensive, and progress could be made but slowly. It was
not till June that the first engagement took place at Ferket,
when an enemy advanced detachment was surprised and driven
back, and then an outbreak^ of cholera, bad weather, and a series
of mishaps to the Nile flotilla accompanying the army caused
another three months' delay. Early in September, however,
everything was at last ready for the decisive move; and before
the end of that month the invaders were insecure possession of
Dongola, the enemy having been severely chastised and driven
back in headlong flight beyond Korti.
Between this, the penultimate, and the next and final stage
of the offensive there came a long and somewhat inexplicable
pause. The British Government seemed unable to make
up its mind to complete what had been so well begun until
after personal consultation with Kitchener, and much anxious
deliberation. A report that a French expedition to the Upper
Nile from the west was in contemplation seems to have finally
ended its hesitation. However, as the Dongola province had
to be restored to order, the railway pushed forward, and many
other preparations to be made, the interval was put to good use.
For the advance "to Khartum, Kitchener decided to adopt a
different line of communications by driving a railway across the
Korosko Desert from Wady Haifa to Abu Hamed, pending the
completion of which the troops moved up river to the latter place.
Meanwhile the enemy forces, lulled into security by the long
pause after the taking of Dongola, remained quiescent around
Khartum, and their little detachment at Abu Hamed was easily
surprised and overwhelmed in August 1897. As a result of
this success, Berber was also abandoned to the British, who
pushed their advanced troops forward to the junction of the
Nile and Atbara rivers, less than 200 miles from the Khalifa's
capital, and sent their steamers reconnoitring as far up stream
as Metemmeh. Meanwhile the railway advanced rapidly,
reaching Abu Hamed at the end of October, and, in order to
secure our left flank, a detachment landed at Massowa took
over possession of Kassala from the Italians in December,
according to a previous treaty dating from 1891.
By this time the Khalifa had determined to make a last
effort to ward off the danger which inexorable as fate was
drawing nearer and nearer from the north ; but his plans for
effecting a powerful concentration of all available forces failed
to materialise, and his lieutenant at Metemmeh was ordered to